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COULD NOT SHAKE IT OFF.Cowglll Drafts Depositary Liw.ployees and foster-childre- yet testi-
fied to his kindness, hit consideration.

GHEUGH LEADS
She smiled at Us Impetuosity, as-

tonished at this unwonted vehemence.
This was a new, a free Alfred. He
was coming into his own, taking pos-

session; and of her with the rest. All
her being yielded gladly to his Im-

portuning; yielded with that deep
gratitude for strength and support

that only a large, strong wto,W e
feel, upon whom many have leaned,
and whom none have considered.

"Yes, Alfred. At once, and any-

where with you!"
She walked in a dream up the car

steps; he shot off blithely to execute
h's plans.

They carried successfully; and that
night in Sally B.'s rude home, on the
mountain-to- p and under desert stars,
the simple marriage was celebrated.

x ? A TALE THE BUILDERS

"Jove! Put it off. then! It'll keep.

Kidney Trouble Contracted by Thou
sands in the Civil War.

James W Clay, 666 W. Fayette St
Baltimore, Md., says: "I was trou

bled with kldne
complaint from th
time of the Civil war
There was constan
pain in the back an
head and the kid
ney secretions wer
painful and showe
a sediment. The first
remedy to help m

was Doan's Kidney Pills. Three boxei
made a complete cure and during five
years past I have had no return of th'
trouble."

Sold by all dealers. 50c a box. Fos
Co.. Buffalo. N. Y.

THE GIRL AND THE LOBSTER.

Possibly Harmless Remark, Though!
Decidedly Malapropos.

Dorando Pletri, at one of the many!
Italian banquets given In his honor Inl
New York, talked about professional!
athletics.

"Amateurism is no doubt more ro
mantic than professionalism," he said,!
"but we live in an unromantic age.'

He smiled.
"Only the other night, at one ofl

your gayest Italian restaurants," hel
said, "I overheard a dialogue that Il

lustrated forcibly the age's lack of ro--

mance.
"It was late. At the table next tof

mine a rich young Italian contractor!
was supping with a beautiful young!
girl. As the young girl played with!
the stem of her wineglass I heard herl
murmur:

" 'It Is true, isn't it that you lovei
me and me only?'

"'Yes,' Bald the young man, 'though!
this lobster is certainly mighty good."

He Wouldn't Sell.
The owner of a small country es

tate decided to sell his property, and I

consulted an estate agent in the near
est town about the matter. After visit-- 1

ing the place the agent wrote a de-- l

scription of it, and submitted it to his I

client for approval.
"Read that again," said the owner, I

closing his eyes and leaning back inl
his chair contentedly.

After the second reading he was I

silent a few moments, and then said,
thoughtfully: "I don't think I'll sell. I

ve been looking for that kind of a I
place all my life, but until you read I

that description I didn't know I had!
it! No, I won't sell now." Exchange.

Advice to Mothers.
Be positive with the children. Layl

down the law. It Is remarkable howl
soon they discover when you are inl
earnest. Do not go to the breakfast I
table in a flurry, but stop long enough!
to count 100 slowly, and then enterl
with a calm manner determining that!
there will be no squabbling. It ls
natural for the young animal tol
scrap, and while not criminal, still l'l
must be checked to

Good Judge of Human Nature.
Jones says he can usually tell

men's occupations from their appear-
ance."

"Yes, Jones can. He can spot a col
lector as far as he can see him."
Detroit Free Press.

CATARRH IN HEAD.

Pe-ru-- a.

MR. WM, A. PRE88EH.

HTR. WILLIAM A. PRESSES, 1722 1

1V1 Third Ave.. Moline. 111., writes: V

"I have been sufEennfffrom catarrh I

In the head for the past two months I

and tried innumerable reme
dies without avail. No one knows how
I have suffered not only from the dis-- 1

ease itself, but from mortification when I

In comoanv of friends or strangers.
"1 have used two ootues oi your mea- - I

Icine for a short time only, and it
effected a complete medical cure, and I

what is better yet, the disease has not I

returned.
'I can most emphatically recommend

Peruna to all sufferers from this dis
ease."

Read This Experience.
Mr. A. Thompson, Box 65, R. R. 1.

M artel, Ohio, writes: "When I began I

your treatment my eyes were inflamed,
nose was stopped up half of the time.
and was sore and scabby. I could not
rest at niffht on account of continual
hawking and spitting.

"I had tried several remedies and was
about to give up, but thought I would
trv Peruna.

''After I had taken a bout one-thir- d of
a bottle I noticed a difference. I am
now completely cured, after suffering
with catarrh for eighteen years.

"1 thinlc ll those wno are amictea
with catarrh would try Peruna they
would never regret it."

Peruna is manufactured by the
Peruna Drug Mfg. Co., Columbus, Ohio,

Ask your Druggist tor a Free Peruna
Almanac for 1909.

ST. LOUIS DIRECTORY

Something TKE MARQUETTE
Over. The Largest Hotel In St.

LrfiulfL Mo., at Washington
Ave. and 18th tit., urn blocks
north of Union Station.
Buroman Plan, tM find
up. Fire proof. Cafe unflRrIII samo man aif eracut us th
famous Tony Fauftt Gala,
(st&ncy & Watson Hotel Co.
A
Ylfean4aUter.

hotel tor your mother.

Deere Vehicles
"SUyQnllieiM."

Aik your dealer or
JOHN DEERE BUGGY FACTORY. St Look

U4 for Booklet, "Make-u- p of Good Burar"
'MeoUoft fell poper.

Jefferson City. State Treasurer
Cowgill has prepared and drafted
an amendment to the state depositary
law, making the registered bonds of
any school district in any city of the
state containing a population of 5000

over, provi.led the bonds are worth
not less than par, secwrity for the
state's deposits. Efforts will be made

push this measure, principally be-

cause in February the governor, at-

torney general and treasurer will
award the keeping of the state's funds
for a period of four years. Under the
present law only United States bonds,
Missouri state bonds, registered
bonds of cities of not less than 10,000

population and registered county
bonds, which are worth not less than
par, can be accepted as security.

Preparing Committees.
During the lull in the work of the

house Speaker Speer is enabled to
give more time and attention to the
construction of the standing com-

mittees of that body. However soon
he may complete the work of making
up these committee assignments, none
can be announced to the house, be-

cause that would be transacting busi-

ness, until after the lieutenant gov-

ernorship squabble is settled, which
may reauire two weeks or more. Not
even privately will Speaker Speer tell
of these assignments, as there may be
occasion to change them even up to
the minute when their public reading
to the house is begun.

Lid Is Off State Banks.
The lieutenant governor contest has

left the state without an operative
bank law. This may prove a matter of
serious concern. If a bank should
suspend pending this condition, which
evidently will continue over next
week, there would be no one authoriz-

ed to take charge of the same. There
Is a bare possibility that such a
contingency could eventually be
reached through an order of court,
but the law does not contemplate
anything of the kind.

Kennlsh Is Insurance Commissiner.
John Kennish of Mound City, assist

ant attorney general for the past four
years, is to be insurance commission-
er, to succed W. D. Vandlver. An
nouncement to this effect was made
Tuesday by Gov. Hadley. The salary

the insurance commissioner Is
$3000 a year. It carries with it the
largest number of appointments of
any of the appointive offices at Jef
ferson City.

Rumbold Assumes Office.
Gov. Hadley appointed Capt. Frank

M. Rumbold of St. Louis adjutant gen-

eral Tuesday afternoon and, on as
suming office, Adjt. Gen. Rumbold
issued special order No. 1 announcing
his appointment and placing Adjt.
Gen. J. A. De Armond, whom he suc-

ceeds, on the retired list. Gen. De

Armond has served 10 years in the
National Guard and is entitled to be
placed on the retired list.

One Chairman Named,
Senator Francis Wilson of Platte

City is the only member whose
appointment to an important com

mittee has been made known. He Is
to be the head of the senate committee
on revision, a place he held 10 years
ago, during a revision of the statutes

Speaker Speer Is not ready to an
nounce his list of standing com-

mittees. He has announced, though,
that Hiram Lloyd of St. Louis is to
get an important place.

Police to See Hadley.
The detail of members of the St.

Louis police who ferreted out primary
frauds in that city are in Jefferson
City to confer with Gov. Hadley. Each
of the 10 members of the detail expect
to lay before the governor something
that will be of assistance in police
work In similar cases.

To Alter Regulations.
Gov. Hadley, Albert Ross Hill, presi

dent of Missouri University, and Perle
Burton of Joplin and Dr. J. C. Parrish
of Vandalia, members of the board
of curators, held a conference Thurs
day on amendments to the regulations
of the state university. Several
changes in the regulations of the
school will be urged as a result of the
conference.

Wilder for Beer Inspector.
It is practically certain now that

Gov. Hadley will appoint former State
Auditor Wilder, Btate beer Inspector,
to succeed Ernest Marshall, when the
term of the latter expires in June
1910. Friends close to the governor
claim to know Wilder is slated for
this position.

Let Game Hogs Beware.
Over a hundred Kansas City sports

men have organized to help introduce
and pass a new game law. Their
organization Is named the State
League of Missouri Sportsmen and
has already begun the systematic
branching out in the country dls
trlcts.

To Name Tariff Delegates.
Gov. Hadley has received a lettei

from Henry Reesenberg, chairman of

the arrangements ' committee of the
arrangments committee of the
national tariff convention, which has
been called to meet in Indianapolis.
Ind., February 16-1- requesting him
to appoint sixteen delegates, one from
each congressional district of the
state, to attend the meeting. The ap
pointments will be made as soon as
names are suggested to him from each
district

Hadley to Visit St. Louis.
Gov. Hadley will be in St. Louis

within the next 10 days to take up the
question of apoplntments for excise
commissioner, coal oil Inspector, mem-
bership on the board of police com
missioners and the three members of

the board of election commissioners,

Registers as Lobbyist.
Edward McGarry, the third member

of the legislative commission of th
Missouri Federation of Labor, was the
fifth man to register as lobbyist
McGarry registered Tuesday.

Bluff, hearty Charles Crocker, the
superintendent irascible, obstinate.
yet reasonable, was also the daring,
the generous, the pioneer!

Next stood Collls P. Huntington, the
vice sreoi&nt, tall, stately, ilegant.
the keen financier, the astute business
man, the subtle politician, the keeper
of secrets; a tireless worker, a courtly
gentleman.

Leland Stanford, the president ex- -

governor of California, beloved by the
people, this man was the cynosure;
Imperial head powerfully set on a mas
sive body; eyes ot the seer, brows ot
the conqueror; mind of steel and heart
ot gold; brother of men and respecter
of man; orator, friend, patriot.

Talleyrand once declared to the Em
peror Napoleon, "The great republic

a giant without bones." These four
men had put into the giant a spine ot
iron.

Under the desert sky the spreading
multitude was called to order. There
followed a solemn prayer of thanks-
giving. The laurel tie was placed,
amidst ringing cheers. The golden
spike was set. ' The n

telegraph wire was adjusted. Amid
breathless silence the silver hammer
was lifted, poised, dropped, giving the
gentle tap that ticked the news to all
the world! Then, blow on blow. Gov
ernor Stanford sent the spike to place!

A storm of wild huzzas burst forth;
desert rock and sand, plain and moun
tain, echoed the conquest of their
terrors. The two engines moved up,

touched noses," and each In turn
crossed the magic tie.

America was belted! The great
Iron Way was finished.

THE END.

POINT HE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND.

Purchaser of Windmill Really Waa
Not Badly "Jeeted."

"Dey Jeeted me on der vlndmill,"
complained Big George in the booze
bazar at the Fairmont. '

"What's the matter now, George?"
inquired a new arrival, slapping 50

cents in real money down on the ma-

hogany.
"O, smiled George.
"But you were saying when I came

in that some one cheated you on a
windmill."

"Veil, dey did. Every Sunday I go
up to my ranch by Sonoma county to
see der new machine if it vork, and
dree Sundays I go up dere alreaty and
It don't vork, and I von't bay for it;
it ain't goot."

But how do you know it Isn t a
good one?"

"Veil, didn't I sday dere two hours
dree Sundays In der hot sun and fan
myself all der time and vatch it and it
nefer moved?"

"Maybe there was no breeze,
George."

"Of course der vas no breeze. Vould
I fan myself if dere vas a vlnd?" San
Francisco Chronicle.

WHEN SMALLPOX WAS COMMON,

A Century or So Ago Every One Ex-

pected to Have Disease.

"All our ancestors," said a physician,
"were pock-marke- and smallpox was
a recommendation if you were looking
for work.

"What I mean is that you couldn't
get a job if you had not had smallpox.
No one wanted a servant who was li
able at any moment to be stricken
down with the loathsome disease.
Hence "

He opened a newspaper volume of
1774.

"Hence 'help wanted' ads read like
this:

" 'Wanted, a man between 20 and
30 years of age, to be footman and
under-butle- r In a great family. He
must have had smallpox In the natural
way. Also a woman, middle-aged- , to
wait upon a young lady of great for
tune and fashion. The woman must
have had the smallpox in the natural
way.' "

Japanese Hotels.
Barring the bath, and perhaps the

beds, Japanese hotels are delightful,
All during your stay in their spot-
less precincts you are made to feel
that you are an honored guest, Japan
ese etiquette is lavished upon you,
and when you depart you are always
given a token to remember your visit,
usually a white, coarse cotton towel
with blue pictures printed on it.

You must thank the little maid for
this with an elaborate bow when you
go, and the chorus of "Sayo Nara'
from all the hotel force gathered in
the doorway will seem to have in it,
not only the regret of good-by- , as we
interpret the words, but the deeper
feeling which they really mean: "II
it must be that we must part" Trav
el Magazine.

Must Charge to Get Crowd.
The Ladies' guild of a certain New

York church had planned an evening
entertainment and reception, and
asked the rector to make announce
ment of it on the Sunday preceding.

"This is all right," he said, "but you
must charge admission." .

"Why this Is just a social evening,1
they protested. "We are inviting peo
ple."

"They won't come," said the rector,
"because they will think it is not
worth while. But charge a small ad
mission and you will have a good
crowd." So the women gave in, and
subsequent events proved the rector
was right.

' But Yet a Man)
' "I suppose I have about the most
thoughtful, kind and considerate hus
band in the world," she was saying
sadly. "When he comes home
about two of the morning, turns al1

the lights on and wakes me out ot
sound sleep, he always says In the
most polite way imaginable:
" "'Don't let me disturb you, dear,
but will you please help me to un
fasten this collar button?' '

Knew How to Treat a Lady.
The woman had been accused ot

murder, the evidence sustaining the
charge, but the jury brought in
verdict of "not guilty."

"now aid you reacn such a mon
strous conclusion?" asked the Judge,
severely.,

"Your honor," returned th ton-ma-

"do we look Ilka 11 Jays that
don't know how to treat a lady?"

IN ST. L

or

BIGGEST GAIN FOR REPUBLICAN
CANDIDATE FOUND IN to

FOURTH WARD.

ES PRECINCTS COMPLETED

Recount of the Votes on Lieutenant
Governor In St. Louis Gives
Jacob F. Gmelich a Lead

Over Painter.
Is

St. Louis. Jacob F. Gmelich, Re-

publican nominee for lieutenant
governor, forged to the front Saturday
in his race for office with
William R. Painter, the recount of

ballots cast in sixty-fiv- precincts,
six wards, of the city of St. Louis,
under the supervision of the Joint con

ference committee of the legislature,
giving him a lead of 169.

It was the Republicans' day to smile
and they made the most of their op

portunity. The Democrats, naturally,
were chagrined at the unexpected
change from Friday, when Mr. Painter
Bhowed a net gain of 24, but did not
give up hope, and express confidence
that the Inspection of the ballots in
the twenty-tw- o other wards will en
able them to have the last laugh.

The force of clerks engaged in the
recount were permitted to cease their
labors at 6 o'clock Saturday night
after working without Interruption
since 0 o'clock, excepting only an
hour's recess for lunch.

Mr. Gmelich had easy sailing after
the recount of the first ward had been
finished. Mr. Painter registered a
net gain of thirty in the first ward.
but it was the only ward recanvassed
in which he scored. The second,
third, fourth, fifth and part of the
sixth swelled the Republican, candi-

date's total.
Heavy in Fourth Ward.

The fourth ward produced the
greatest gains for Mr. Gmelich, the re
count there unearthing 122 votes for
the Republican nominee which the
official count had deprived him of.

The third ward developed a net gain
of fifty-fiv- e for Mr. Gmelich and the
fifth added a dozen more to the Re- -

publican nominee's column.
Senator F, M. McDavid, chairman of

the joint committee conducting the
recount, is authority for the state-

ment that the investigation failed to
disclose ballotbox stuffiing In either
ward, as the wide difference in the of-

ficial and revised figures would in-

dicate.
On the contrary, he said, the ballots

in the fourth ward precints were
models of regularity, each being pro
perly signed by the election judges
and numbered to correspond with the
poll, books.

The Socialist vote figured in the
discrepancies found in the second,
fourth and fifth wards. Eight votes
cast in the second ward for Sargent,
the Socialist nominee for Lieutenant
governor, were not given to him in the
official figures. Five more Socialist
votes were misplaced in the fourth
ward, while the fifth showed two
Socialist ballots had been left off Mr.

Sargent's total in that ward.
The third ward, the recount de

veloped, gave the Socialist candidate
all that was coming to him, 54 votes,

The first ward recount added 6 to his
string, making 21 votes inall that
were restored to their rightful owner
by the joint committee's searchlight.

Three Precincts Perfect.

The recount disclosed discrepancies
In all of the sixty-fiv- e precincts can-

vassed with the exception of the first
and fourteenth in the second ward
and the eighth precinct of the fifth
ward.

In the first ward the errors ranged
from 1 to 11 votes; in the second as
high as 19 votes changed hands; 13

was the top mlscue in the third, 05

was the headliner in the fourth; 30

in the fifth and 7 in the sixth. The lat
ter ward had been but partly recount
ed when the adjournment was taken,

In all 280 ballots were rejected by
the committee during the day. For
the most part they were thrown out
on the ground ot illegality, either the
judges having failed to attach their
signatures or numbers corresponding

yith the poll books were omitted

LEGISLATIVE NOTES.

Savannah Line Bill.
Considerable speculation is being

Indulged In concerning the outcome
of the bill which will be Introduced
in the coming session of the legis

lature by Representative W. H. Sher
man, of Buchanan county, affecting
the building ot the Savannah Interur-
ban Railway line.

To Walt For Pay.
State Treasurer Cowgill has an

nounced, after previously stating that
he would pay all warrants, not to cash
warrants until an appropriation is
regularly made. He declares this to

be the law and he will not depart
from it.

Folk's Last Official Act.
Governor Folk's last official act was

to restore citizenship to Harry Faulk
ner of St. Louis, convicted of bribery

in October, 1904, and sent to the pen
itentiary tor three years.

Tires of Parole; Goes to Jail.
Springfield, Missouri. That he

might be free from the restrictions of
a parole which forbade him drinking,
Tom Scott was returned to the county

Jail at his own request

Sheriff Is a Prisoner.
Indianapolis, Indiana. Deeply

grieved over having had to kill a man
to save his own life, Thomas W. Box,

sheriff of Lawrence county, Is a pris
oner at police heaifquartera, awaiting
the result of the investigation by th

SYNOPSIS.

The story opens during a trip of the
"Overland Mall" through the Rocky
mountains. "Uncle Billy" Dodge, etage
driver, Alfred Vincent, a young man, and
Phlneaa Cadwallader, introduced. They
come across the remains of a massacre.
Later at Anthony's station they find the
redskins have carried their destructive
work there also. Stella Anthony, daugh-
ter of Anthony, keeper of station, Is in-

troduced. Anthony has been killed.
Vincent Is assigned his work in unearth-
ing plans of enemies of railroad being
built. He returns to Stella, each show-
ing signs of love for the other. Stella
hears from her lover, Gideon, and of his
phenomenal success. Finds Fnlter 01 im-
portance Involving plans of opposition
road. Plot to destroy company's ship
Flora is unearthed and Mcrlmlnatlng Ievidence against Cadwallader found.
Phlneas Cadwallader faces prison on
charge of wire tapping. A perfect chain
of evidence connects him with plot to
blow up "Flora." Banquet In railroad
town is scene of monopolization of Alfred
by a Miss Hamilton. Mrs. "Sally" Ber-
nard announce riches. Gideon makes
threat again Alfred's life. Quickly
eaves town ox best procurable horse in

' search of Vincent. Race to beat opposi-
tion company's stage a success. Stella
fails to hear of Gideon. Stella receives
a letter: "Promise to marry Gideon In-
gram or Alfred Vincent will die." After
conference Stella decides to flee. Tears
pass. Stella becomes known as Esther
Anthony, becomes a rich woman, edu-
cates herself at Vassar and steps Into
highest San Francisco society. Kidnap-
ing changes Alfred greatly and when
he and Stella meet in "Frisco society, she
? asses him without recognition. Stella's
ove for Alfred and his for her is revived.

However, neither shows recognition of
the fact to the other. Anthony romance
is unfolded, showing Gideon, who loved
Stella, to be her own cousin. Alvln Car-
ter, Viola's lover when the Bernards were
poor, visits them and Sally B. consents
to their marriage, despite the fact that
several sons of rich sires are asking the
girl's hand. The Bernards lose their
riches and Sally B. again becomes a

Viola marrvinar Alvln Carter.
Stella visits Sally B. and sees "Uncle
Billy." Decides to cease waiting for
Alfred and says she will devote her life
to charity. Stella is held up by vagrant
she befriended, but succeeds In escap-
ing. Train bearing iron, which was to
be the salvation of the Central Pacific, is
wrecked. Alfred and Stella are reunited.
when former acts the hero In wreck of
iron train. Alfred tells tale of being dis-
owned bv father for befriendln? school
mate. ' Gideon Ingram dios, forgiven by
Stella. Central Pacific workers make

.great progress upon arrival of Iron, build- -
ing ten nines in one day.

CHAPTER XXXIII. Continued.
No man among them all had worked

as hard aa he had worked. Month
by month his flesh had dropped away,
his cheek tanned darker, as he fought
his way from ocean to inland sea. The
Bpare, square frame and the seamed
face had changed him, aged him sad-
ly. He had paid in heart and body on
this tremendous project. And to his
anxious wife, praying for this con-

flict to end, no less than to the ex-

hausted men, his cry came like a
glad clarion.

"It's ten miles, boys! Ten miles
In one day! There's their camp! We'll
touch Union Pacific rails
at Promontory!"

"Hooray! Another stride of the Cen-

tral Pacific's seven-leagu- e boots to-

ward Brigham's drove of tender
ewes!" cried some inpertinent voice.

Hammers dropped. Backs unbent,
nor recked of pain. Cheer after cheer
rent the still night. Ten miles! Ten
miles! The greatest day's work in the
world's railroad history!

Gregory went to his car happy,
kissed his wife, joined his guests in a
jolly supper,- - and slept slept as he
had not for months.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
Freedom at Last.

From all America, from Europe and
from the north, they came to join that
monster excursin to the front.

San Francisco was awake at last,
New York and Chicago had Invaded
her domain. Into her home preserves,
to her very doors, they carried their
audacious fight for business; cut her
territory clean away with their broad
sword of low prices. Like other lag-

gards, Bhe exulted over the victory
she had tried to make defeat; and
called aloud: "Come all good Ameri
cans, come all the world, help us cele
brate. Even the Sacramento "Clar-
ion" In "a burst of justice resented this,
and announced to the world the names
of the men, the city, and the two or
three counties that, not only without
Ban Francisco, Dut in spite or her,
had accomplished the achievement of
the age. ,

Now began to arrive forerunners
of the event; the polished laurel tie
and its silver plate, with an Inscrip-
tion that is y historic;' the

golden spike, topped
with a nugget as long as itself; the
heavy silver hammer, the gold, silver
and iron spikes from Arizona. '

Gregory rushed from one task to
another, sending back to California
the greater part of his forces and ap-

paratus, that they might pierce other
mountains, conquer other deserts with
new iron highways.- - Mr. Crocker was
no less busy, flying back and forth
between the Front and Salt Lake City,
where the horde of visitors increased
each day. Governor Stanford and his
fellow-directo- were there also, sleep-lessl- y

planning, organizing, making
capital and influence with the lead-
ers of the great inland hierarchy.

Alfred, quite recovered,
'

was indis-
pensable in many ways, hastening the
tremendous cleaning, polishing, pre-

paring, that proceeded steadily among
all conqerned, from stoker to presi-
dent. .

They were counting the time be--

fore the event by hours, when Alfred,
carrying a telegram and an open let-

ter, hurried up to Mr. Crocker.
"I'm called suddenly east, to my

father, Mr. Crocker. I wish to be re-

leased, to go Immediately." ,

"What? What, boy? Is your father
dead?" ' '

"No, sir; it's it's a business mat-
ter," ' v

"Business! A business matter?" the
superintendent repeated incredulously.
"We caa't spare yu, Vincent not for
a month, at least Settle your busi-

ness by telegraph! Write your 'tele-
gram rrerer mind ' length and I'll
frank it for you."

"It's a matter that I can't send over

I'll let you go the first ot June."
Alfred burst the bonds of years. "I

can't wait, Mr. Crocker! Not a day!
For nearly eight years I've been an
outcast from home and name, sir. As
I've hoped for reinstatement at home,
with hand and foot, heart and brain,
I've served this railroad. The girl I
wished to marry, but could not, has
suffered incredibly for my sake. Now
it is all cleared up. My father tele
graphs me to come, watts for me in
Saint Louis. And you ask me to' de
lay, Mr. Crocker! To send messages! J

can't do it. Not an hour beyond the
first train east!"

Mr. Crocker's heart warmed. The
end of the long' struggle bad already
wiped years from his face. Now the
careworn man fled altogether, and
left a Joyous boy.

"By George, Vincent! Tou shall
go, go -- day after on the
overland special. And joy go with
you. But come back soon to us. We'll
have a good Job for you."

"Thank you, Mr. Crocker," Alfred
said earnestly, wringing the offered
hand, and hastening off to find Esther.

She was coming down the steps of
Gregory's car.

"Bead that!" He thrust the letter
into her hand, and stood by her side
while she looked it over. It was
dated at Boston.

"Dear Alfred: My Aunt Almlra is
dead, and has left me three thousand

Want You to Marry Me!

dollars. With this I've been able td
pay the last dollar; and my statement
is to be forwarded to your father to-

night. He is traveling in the west;
but his Saint Louis address is the
same as formerly. I am now released
from my promise of secrecy, and by
the time you receive this your father
will know how unjust he has been to
you, how Kind to tne real criminal.
At last I have vindicated you! But
for you I should be in prison, or
worse; my father dead of sorrow, my
family disgraced. I shall waste no
words in thanking you. God alone
knows what you have been to me; I
cannot tell It.

"Ever your humble, grateful, -
"Max."

"Mr. Alfred Vincent Osborn."
"Now this!" Alfred thrust the tele-

gram into her hand before she could
speak. It was sent from Saint Louis,
and signed, "George Osborn."

"Have just learned all from Max.
If you can forgive your father, come
at once. I will await you here."

Esther looked up, but her eyes were
too misty for seeing. "Poor Max!
Poor Al no, no! Noble Alfred!"

He was too overwrought for atten-
tion, even for gentleness, He caught
both her hands, heedless of passing
eyes. "I want you to marry me! To-

night! To start home home with me
on the first train after the jubilee.
No, don't speak yet!" he added quick-
ly as she opened her Hps. "Let me
tell you! I'll telegraph for the Epis-

copalian missionary at Ogden there'll
be time. If he can't come, I'll wire
Billy Dodge to pick up a minister
somewhere on his trip We'll
take the Harmons, Mrs. Gregory; if
she'll go, and be at Sally B.'s in four
hours While I run down to Elko for
the license, Mr. Crocker'U let mo

have the engine, I know, you can be
packing. I'll, follow Uncle Billy in
and we'll be married! It won't be
much of a wedding, but do we care
for s and ceremony?" He
looked eagerly into her face.

' "Oh, Alfred, how" she began
tremulously. ,

"Don't, dearest! Don't speak yet!
If you'll only think just a minute I
know it will be 'Yes'!"

Uncle Billy gave the bride away, ana
mourned because he had no wedding
bonnet for his darling. If his old la

heart was heavy, and the sun had
dropped out of his sky, he dissembled
so gallantly that even Esther was de-

ceived. Mrs. Harmon rejoiced, though
"two of her dear children had become
one." Judge Harmon blustered a little
incoherently about the theft of "his
dear girl;" but deluded no one.

But Sally B., happy in Esther's hap
piness, was yet bereft Later she
sobbed out her loneliness against her
husband's breast That was his mo
ment of illumination. "Pore little crit
ter! Ye've got Bill left, ye know.
We'll prospect the rest of life on the
same lead, won't we. honey? Git
hflcrfeM Tf'll ha aiin.im arnn VinnAV"

CHAPTER XXXV.

The Wedding of the Ralls.
A glorious, cloudless day! The tenth

of May, 1869.
' Beside the majestic inland sea, gath

ered there from near and from half
the world away, men and women had
come to celebrate the culmination of
two tremendous enterprises.

Against calumny, against plot and
counterplot, against the power of
money and bribery, against old Time
himself, had the Central Pacific rail-
road come to completion. On pork,
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beans, "Hcey," and pluck had it been
builded, teaching the world its great-
est lesson in iron.

Surmounting Bimllar obstacles the
Union Pacific had come westward to
meet it. And here, In the heart of
the continent, amidst cheers, speech-
es, and the screaming of whistles, the
final blow was struck, the day made
historic.

Early in the morning magnificent
trains came from each way bearing
officials and dignitaries. Following
them thronged the sightseers.

Esther and Alfred were there,
standing near the Central Pacific of-

ficers, both radiant, unmasked of re-

serve, young, beautiful with happiness.
Close at hand were Uncle Billy, the
Harmons, and Amabel Hamilton, deli-

cate, flower-like- , bravely carrying a
that Alfred least of all sus-

pected.
And Sally B.! No pen couTd paint

the vividness of her cardinal plash
gown, the sweep of the forty-dolla- r

plume above her red Gainsborough
hat, the gleam of her jewels, or the
pride in the uplift of her dark head.
Regal, brilliant, as glad of the great
triumph as if it were her own, she
drew every eye, dominated the scene,
clamorously red against the surround-
ing gray.

Not the least striking among that re-

markable assemblage was George
Gregory. Erect as he had not been
for months, well groomed and hand-
some in his faultless clothes, jubilant,
he wati yet restless ffora the very
lifting of his burden, and tacked from
shore to Bhore In the human sea, com-
ing to anchor at intervals beside his
wife.

But the eye of the vast throng, shift-
ing from notable to notable, came
oftenest to rest upon the . "Valiant
Four," a quartette of keen, comple-
menting minds, the power that had
driven to completion the meat difficult
enterprise of the era,
r Mark Hopkins, the treasurer, looked
small beside the others; yet his body
was vigorous, bis eye vigilant, his Up

firm. A fine, penetrating exactness,
a rigid carefulness, enveloped him as
a garment A stern man, a jUBt, em- -the wire, sir.' authorities.


